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A WORD FROM OUR EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
 Over the past few weeks our team has reflected on the individuals and families 
we were able to serve during 2016 by providing a safe space to feel heard and to 
connect with others who are going through similar struggles. With the help of our 
supporters, we were able to serve 572 in-person clients for 2,559 hours of support 
during our first year of operation. Our 2017 program year is already underway and 
we are looking forward to the exciting new ways we will be reaching the infertility 
community. 
 Along with our board of directors, I would like to give a special thanks to 
our 2017 Premier Partners & Donors: Diamond - Reproductive Care Center & The 
Wheeler Foundation, Silver - Utah Fertility Center, and Bronze - The Sorenson 
Legacy Foundation. Without the support of these organizations and our many 
other sponsors and donors, we would not be able to provide emotional support and 
education to Utah’s infertility community. We can’t thank you enough! 

—Camille Hawkins, LCSW

Support & Education
 Our regular services continue to provide vital
support to those struggling to build their families. 
Our services include counseling in SLC and Utah 
County, our six support groups held across the state, 
and educational consultations in adoption, general 
infertility, and 3rd party reproduction. Additionally, 
we have added a six-week group therapy program 
that will be held periodically throughout the year and 
$10/session counseling provided by our Masters of 
Social Work Intern, Annie Hamilton. Our next Utah 
Infertility Conference will be held on Saturday, 
October 7th. Mark your calendars!

National Infertility 
Awareness Week

April 23-29, 2017
 We are looking forward to the exciting week 
we have planned for National Infertility Awareness 
Week. In addition to the events below, we will be 
running an online awareness campaign, so be sure to 
check our Facebook page daily! Click here for more 
information.
 
• Monday April 24th - Relaxation Night at UIRC’s 

Salt Lake City office

• Tuesday April 25th - Film screening of Vegas 
Baby at Utah Museum of Fine Arts Auditorium, 
sponsored by Utah Center for Reproductive 
Medicine

• Friday April 28th - Date Night at Carrabba’s 
in Orem, sponsored by Snow, Christensen & 
Martineau

• Saturday April 29th - Date Night at Sonora Grill  
in Ogden, sponsored by Reproductive Care Center

Advocacy

 It’s been a busy legislative session for UIRC. 
We participated in Utah Nonprofit Day on the Hill 
on February 16th, speaking to 12 legislators about 
infertility in Utah. We testified to the Social Services 
Appropriations Subcommittee as part of a request for 
$45,000 for a research project on infertility in Utah, 
which was approved at the end of the session. Thanks 
to Senator Luz Escamilla and her efforts on this 
request, there will be good data about the incidence 
and prevalence of infertility in the Beehive State.
 Coming up, we will again be participating 
in RESOLVE’s annual Advocacy Day and ASRM’s  
Advocacy Academy in DC on May 17-18. UIRC will 
be represented by  two staff and two great volunteers 
this year!

Friends & Family Event

 In February we hosted an evening where 
individuals and couples struggling with infertility 
could bring their friends and family members to 
an educational and enlightening event. Friends and 
family were able to discover a new understanding 
of what it’s like to struggle with infertility, and they 
learned how to best provide support to their loved 
ones. Those struggling with infertility learned ways 
to be more assertive in expressing what they needed 
from the people in their lives who might not know 
how to support them.

3rd Party Research
 We have partnered with the University 
of Utah College of Social Work on a qualitative 
study about third party reproduction. We are 
interested to learn more about the experiences of 
those in our community that build their family 
using the help of donors or gestational carriers. 
For more information, contact Dr. Gezinski at 
Lindsay.Gezinski@socwk.utah.edu

New Staff Member Spotlight

 Mandy Nielsen is our Development 
Coordinator. She is passionate about helping families 
and creating greater support for and awareness about 
infertility. Mandy’s background is in Social Media 
Marketing and Political Science. She loves bringing 
her knowledge gained in those careers into her role 
with UIRC.  The best part about working with UIRC 
for her is the amazing women and men that she has 
met, as well as seeing the infertility community band 
together to support one another. Mandy is married to 
her college sweetheart, John, and has a 7 year old son 
named Mason. When she isn’t working, you’ll find her 
spending time with her family, cooking, or reading.

Fundraising & Awards Dinner

 Our first Fundraising and Awards Dinner was 
held on March 8th at the City Center Marriott, with 
Ninevah Madsen (HER Magazine) as our talented 
emcee. It was a fabulous evening thanks to the hard 
work of our staff, volunteers, very generous sponsors, 
and 200 attendees.
 We honored 5 amazing individuals for their 
contributions to the infertility community. Our Lean 
on Me Award winner was Jennie Shepherd for her work 
with Utah Foster Care Foundation. The Commitment 
to Service Award was given to Tonya Canaday, a 
nurse with Utah Fertility Center. Lauren Dautel, a 
photographer, was the recipient of our Outstanding 
Volunteer Award. The Inspiration Award went to Ellie 
and Jared Mecham. Each of these individuals did 
amazing work for the infertility community in 2016, 
and we were so glad to honor them and have them in 
attendance.
 Thanks to the many generous individuals in 
attendance, we were able to raise over $10,000 to 
help us continue our work of support, education, and 
awareness. We are in awe of the support we received 
from so many individuals and the donors who made 
the evening possible. Thank you to everyone who 
helped and attended!

Support UIRC
Donate or Get Involved

 UIRC relies on our generous donors, sponsors, 
and volunteers to keep support, education, and 
awareness for infertility afloat for our community. 
UIRC will be participating in Love Utah Give Utah 
on March 30th, an online event where Utahans 
donate to their favorite Utah nonprofits. On Thursday, 
donate here: https://loveutgiveut.razoo.com/story/
Utah-Infertility-Resource-Center
 If you are interested in donating, sponsoring, 
or volunteering in other ways, please contact camille@
uirc.info.

385-313-0990
contactus@uirc.info
www.UtahInfertilityResourceCenter.org
To unsubscribe from our mailing list, email contactus@uirc.info 
with your name and the subject “unsubscribe.”
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